MODERN   ARCTIC   EXPLORATION
pieces of golden stone in Labrador which he believed to
be gold, and the interest of explorers has often been
aroused since then by particularly colourful or brilliant
minerals.
We could not of course obtain any more thorough
examination before a certain number of scientists had
begun to take part in the expeditions, that is to say
mainly at the end of the last century. Yet even for these,
research could often only take place sporadically, accord-
ing to the progress made by the cartographer. Either one
could only examine a small area, separated from its sur-
roundings and therefore difficult to understand, or else
the scrutiny was superficial and incomplete; for in the
difficult conditions of a sledge-journey, or indeed in the
primitive circumstances as a whole, geological work
often took on the nature of a reconnaissance.
These earlier attempts, often made under great diffi-
culties, have not been wasted labour. Not only did they
form the basis for present-day work, and make a more
detailed scheme possible, but the results of their dis-
coveries, often surprising, have been a most valuable
guide for those who came afterwards.
Thanks to modern methods, the geologist works in very
different conditions to-day. Take only the first survey
of a virgin tract of country. The explorer in the time of
our parents was confined to the contemporary modes of
transport, such as have already been described: a rowing-
boat along the coast in the summer, and in the winter a
sledge either man-hauled or drawn by dogs, so that his
time was taken up with everything but science.
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